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copper, tin, sulphur, glass and such like '. The merchants were
mostly foreigners, for Englishmen had largely lost the trick of
seafaring and it was some time before English trade was carried
on in English ships.

Industries. The industries of England at this period were
not numerous. As we have seen, most things the villager used
he made himself, and only in the towns, where dwelt not 10 per
cent, of the population, did a man live by craft. Among the
manufactures which existed the chief were, tin (in Devon),
lead (chiefly in Derbyshire), iron (in Gloucester, Hereford,
Sussex and Cheshire), and salt at Droitwich. We also hear
of potters and smiths, leatherworkcrs and shoemakers. It
seems strange to think of iron in rural districts, for now we
associate its manufacture with the coal areas of the north and
midlands. But coal was little used and not at all for smelting,
so the neighbourhood of forests was essential to produce the
charcoal that was used for fuel.

Effect of the Norman Conquest on tbe Towns. The immediate
effect seems to have been the destruction of many houses to make
room for the castle, but they appear to have recovered quickly
and to have prospered. The strong rule of the Norman kings
gave a peace and order very favourable to trade and industry,
and the kings encouraged the towns in every way. Besides this
there was a large influx of aliens immediately after the Conquest,
an influx consisting chiefly of traders and artisans. These gave
a fresh impulse to industry and commerce, and, as we shall see
in the next two centuries, prosperity produced liberty, which
spreading from town to nation kid broadly the foundations of
that peculiar thing called English freedom*

Summary* i. Although England at the time of the Conquest
was mainly an agricultural country, still some hundred or so
towns did exist, and already showed signs of coming indepen-
dence.

2. Trade went on at markets and fairs. At the former the trade
was in the commodities of the district, in the latter the imported
luxuries of the age were gathered and sold,